
tion in the sheep drinking trough water. Both animals were actually 

handled and closely examined by three persons, all having had more 

than adequate experience with the large Macropodidae to enable 

positive identification. Those concerned were R. Prince, Department 

of Zoology, University of Western Australia; J. Long, Agriculture 

Protection Board, and myself. Both animals were released in a 

nearly recovered state shortly after examination. 

It is perhaps relevant to note that exceptionally heavy and well- 

distributed rain had fallen over the pastoral areas during the pre¬ 

ceding winter and summer months. 

A. J. OLIVER, Department of Agriculture, Wiluna. 

Leaf Carrying by Neophema splendida.-—For the past three 

years my wife and I have observed our female aviary-bred Scarlet- 

chested Parrots (Neophema splendida) biting green leaves off vari¬ 

ous growing shrubs, i.e., Climbing Honeysuckle, Cotoneaster, Man¬ 

darin, Tree Lucerne, Hibiscus, Cumquat and Eucalypts. Small 

leaves only are chosen. Each leaf is nipped off and twirled around 

with a circular motion in the bill either to render it pliable or to posi¬ 

tion it appropriately. The leaf is then tucked under the rump feathers. 

Many leaves fall to the ground, but when several leaves are aboard 

the bird flies to the nesting site and deposits its burden therein. 

This behaviour is only evident when eggs are in the nest. Inspection 

of nesting logs or boxes reveals only a few leaves, so presumably the 

green matter is to supply humidity and is not for nest building. 

Most aviculturists keep these lovely parrots, incorrectly I think, 

in aviaries devoid of growing shrubs. Therefore, observation of this 

behaviour is apparently limited. However, R. Graham of Rivervale 

informs me he has observed a female in his aviary pick, and carry at 

the one time in a similar manner, seventeen green Victorian Tea 

Tree leaves. The behaviour resembles that of the African parrot 

genus Agapornis. 

—A. Y. PEPPER, Scarborough. 

The Sliortbill Spearfisli, Tetrapturus angustirostris, from Western 

Australia.—On August 27, 1965, Mr. C. H. Johnston observed a fish 

in difficulties in shallow water inside the reef at North Cottesloe. 

He managed to capture the fish by hand, and then notified the press 

of his find. A photograph was published in The West Australian on 

August 28, 1965. The W.A. Museum was notified of the capture, 

and the specimen was donated for further study. Unfortunately, 

the head and first anal fin had been removed, one side skinned, 

and the fish completely gutted. 

The fish was an immature male shortbill spearfish, Tetrapturus 

angustirostris Tanaka, the first record for Australian waters, and 

second record of the species for the Indian Ocean. To my knowledge 

this is the first specimen to be taken in shallow coastal waters in 

any part of the world. Jones and Silas (1962: 73) give the dis¬ 

tribution of this species as: Japan south of 35°N. latitude; Formosa; 
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